
WEEK 4 TERM 1 

NEW INFORMATION 

PRINCIPAL ’S ADDRESS 

As we enter Week 4, school life has gone into full swing at Mount Stromlo High School. New students have 
settled into high school well and it’s been great to walk around the school seeing quality teaching and 
learning. Last Monday night we hosted the ‘New Parent Information Session’ online, and I’d like to thank Kim 
Smith and Pinky Soni for putting together such an informative presentation as well as an effective Q&A 
session. Normally, this session would be in person as a ‘Meet The Teacher’ evening, however we had to adapt 
due to restrictions. We had almost 100 parents attend and, like me, they were very grateful for the wonderful 
presentation that Kim and Pinky delivered. The notes from the ‘New Parent Information Session’ have been 
emailed out to all new parents, if you didn’t receive a copy and you would like a copy, please let us know via 
Stromlo.Enquiries@ed.act.edu.au  

As most of you would be aware, I am a firm believer that mobile phones are a distraction to learning in a 
classroom. This is why we reviewed our mobile phone policy and made expectations around their use very 
clear to the whole school community. Anecdotally, the response from staff and students has been 
outstanding. Staff are reporting a marked decrease in phone and ped (personal electronic device) distractions 
in class, and students understand the reasoning behind the policy and are accepting of it. Parents I have 
spoken to are supportive of the focus on the phone policy and are also telling me that their children are 
noticing the change. It is a great example of parents backing up the school to help us improve student 
outcomes. 

Lastly, I’d like to remind everyone about the importance of communication between home and school. Whilst 
it’s important that students become more independent as they grow up, parents still need to keep lines of 
communication with their child’s teachers open. I would expect that you’ve all received emails from teachers 
introducing themselves and providing a brief outline of the term ahead. If you have any concerns at all, it is 
imperative that you contact the teacher. Teachers will certainly contact you if they have any concerns but 
sometimes students will speak to their parents about an issue that the school will know nothing about. 
Teachers are also human and will sometimes make mistakes, so if you have any concerns or would like to 
provide feedback, then please get in contact with us. Without feedback we can’t improve. 

CAREER NEWS 

WEX/ASBA opportunities in Stonemasonry 

Stonemasonry is a highly skilled craft which involves a mix of chipping and shaping stones and constructing 
feature walls similar to bricklaying. 
Unlike other types of trades, stonemasons don’t just build homes, retaining walls, pavements, fireplaces 
and stone outdoor features; they craft stone into beautiful, durable and practical fixtures that governments 
and individuals are willing to pay for. 

First Aid Course – Yrs 9/10 

We are holding a First Aid course at Stromlo HS on the 16th March. Notes are available from the Year 9 and 
10 Google classroom pages or email tracey.marris@ed.act.edu.au 

ASBA Information Session for Students 

We are fortunate enough to have Peter Teo, the ASBA Coordinator from the department come and 
present to students.  
If you are thinking of getting an ASBA in High School or College, please come and find out more 
information. The session will be held Tuesday 22nd Feb during line 6. Students must register to join 
the session. 
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Register on: https://forms.gle/Gd72N83AaYAy2Ekx9 or give your name to Mrs Marris in the Careers room. 

Careers Website 

We have launched our Careers Website. This site is a great place to access information, research future 
opportunities and keep up to date with events. Students have an individual log in and will have access to write 
resumes, cover letters, and create Eportfolio’s.  

There is a section for parents that includes useful links and information.  

Our Year 10 students have already begun using this website through their WHAM class.  

The website includes - Information about ASBA’s, Work Experience (access to forms and procedures), 
Vocational education links, access to information about Universities, CIT and other educational institutions.  

Students log in area - This takes students into a section where they can complete set activities and quizzes, 
update their resume, and complete their transition plan.    

https://www.mountstromlocareers.com/ 

White Card and Asbestos Course (Year 9 and 10) 

This course is full, but we are looking to organise another course. Please email your name to Tracey 
Marris. 

The CIT will be conducting a White card and Asbestos course at Stromlo HS on the 1st and 2nd of March.  

Students who want to complete Work Experience, ASBA or part time work in the Construction industry will 
need these qualifications. Notes are available on Google Classroom page, Careers room (118) or email  

Tracey.marris@ed.act.edu.au 

Vocational Learning Options (Year 10) 

VLO’s has been put on hold for this term. They will begin term 2. Application process will start in the coming 
weeks. When the course types are announced they will be displayed on Google classroom and 
www.mountstromlocareers.com 

These courses allow students to complete a few units from a Nationally Recognised Qualification. They are 
run one day a week for 8 – 12 weeks.  More information will accompany the application forms.  

Career Development 

Check out the parent’s section on our website.  

www.mountstromlocareers.com 

MATHS/LANGUAGES FACULTY 
Hello from Maths and Languages as we enter week 4. 
We would like to thank parents that are supporting us by ensuring your child is coming equipped with writing 
implements and calculators.  Calculators are available from the finance office for $25.    
Many classes will be preparing for assessments such as tests or quizzes in the coming weeks. 
 
Maths 
When it comes to tests, students are allowed (and encouraged) to bring an A4 summary sheet to the test.  It 
can contain notes and definitions, formulae and examples of questions.  It is our experience that the students 
who do commit to making a good summary sheet a few days ahead of the test generally perform 
better.  Nearly all the units in maths have a practice test to assist students to become familiar with the type 
of questions they will be asked, and we usually allow one lesson of class time to attempt them.  It is also a 
great habit to practice revision by ensuring those Mathletics/Mathspace tasks are attempted and 
reattempted where necessary.  We are hoping to finalise the permission notes for the various maths 
competitions this week and you will be able to find them in the school notes section. 
 
Languages 
For parents of Year 7 students, we are finishing how to write in hiragana this week – keep up the great work 
in completing the homework pages in your booklet! Similarly, Year 8 students will finish learning katakana 
this week – so their homework booklet will be finished and due back. Our main line of senior Japanese is 
receiving their first assignment this week – a role play that will be due next week. 

As always, we remind all our students to keep practising using Education Perfect and to get in contact with 
your teachers if you’re having any trouble. 
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Sentence scramblers for you to unscramble: 
1. difference revision a makes Regular 
2. city is Japan capital Tokyo of the  
3.  important is Stroke order very 

THANK YOU 

A big thank you to Woolworths Cooleman Court and Felice (store Manager) for kindly donating Milo, jam, 
vegemite, bread, and other necessities towards our Breakfast Club which is held every Wednesday morning. 

A very big thank you to Freddy Frapples (opposite Woolies in Cooleman Court) for kindly donating fruit every 
week. The fruit is kept in Student Services for students who are in need for a healthy snack. 

MASKS ON PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

Please ensure that your student is wearing a mask if they are using public transport to and from school.  We 
have been advised that there are a number of students forgetting to wear their masks when catching buses 
to school in the morning. 

 

REMINDERS 

SCHOOL BAND 

Changes are coming to the structure of school bands for 2022! 

Watch this space for information on how and when the Stromlo Bands will be running this year.  Our new 
music teacher is looking forward to working with you to create awesome music!  If you have any questions, 
you can contact her at sarah.hewat@ed.act.edu.au 

CANTEEN ASSISTANTS 

Healthy Kids Association operates canteens in various locations in the ACT. We are currently seeking 
assistants for several schools. 

Our Canteens provide quality freshly cooked food and beverages to students and staff during school terms.  
The assistant will assist the manager with the day to day running of the canteen. 

Hours of work:  Between 9am-2:00pm Wednesday to Friday SCHOOL TERMS ONLY. 

Job Responsibilities: 

Working with the manager to 

• Assist with operations within the canteen including food prep and cooking of meals. 

• Face to face contact with customers 

• Cleaning of the canteen area 

• Other duties as required 

Qualifications 

Current working with vulnerable person card. 

Fully vaccinated. 

If you are interested, please contact debbie@healthy-kids.com.au  

SECOND-HAND UNIFORMS 

Wondering what to do with last year's uniforms?  Why not donate second-hand uniforms to the P&C shop.  
All donations will be graciously accepted by the front office staff.  Please help us support our school 
community. 

Answers to the sentence scramblers: 
1. Regular revision makes a difference 
2. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan. 
3. Stroke order is very important  
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FACEBOOK 

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date on all the happening at school here or search for Mount Stromlo 
High School in your app. 

UPDATING CONTACT DETAILS  

Need to update your contact details? Call the Front Office anytime or email Student Records. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

8 March                         Year 7 Immunisation 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/official_mshs

